Demise of the 5 Door 900

To a lament about the deletion of the
& door 900 configuration from the U.S.
market back in the early 1980s, Bob
explained:

It was a tough call, but basically
involved reducing the model eount to
a manageable number, given the
number of Saab dealers spread
across a territory as large as the
U.S5., and the difficulty of getting the
right car to the right place at the
right time. I often heard comments
like: “The car I'm looking for is [their
personal preference]. I can’t seem to
find one anvwhere, and I've con-
tacted [pick a number] dealers. How
come Saab can’t get me the car |
want?”

In North America, the inventory
costs and the expense of getting “the
right car to the right place at the
right time to satisfy an individual
buyer’s preferences” increase expo-
nentially as the number of models/
exterior colors/interior colors/ trans-
missions, ete. increase. If vou take a



given number of models, multiply
that by the number of colors and
interiors, multiply that by whatever
other major variants there are to
choose from give you an idea of what
I'm talking about.

Let’s say, picking numbers out of
the air since the details really aren’t
important at this point in time:

5 models;

8 colors on average (since it did vary a
bit by model);

2 interiors (probably more most mode]
yvears, but this is a fair average);

2 transmissions, manual and automatic;

2 engines, turbo and naturally aspirated;

That givesyousx8x2x2x2=
320 distinct configurations to choose
from. Consider the poor chap who
went to a Saab dealer in mid-
America, 1500 or so miles from the
nearest port, If Saab is delivering,
say, 25-30,000 cars per vear through
around 250 dealers nationwide,

that’s an average of 100 to 120 cars/
vear/dealer ... or an average of 8 to
10 cars/month/dealer.

Let's say the average dealer tries
to keep two month’s supply of cars in
stock at all times. That's an average
of 16 to 20 cars (and a pretty stiff
interest expense that must be
carried). If there are several hundred
combinations to choose from, what
are your chances of finding exactly
the car you want at exactly the Saab
dealership you choose to visit at
exactly the time vou go there? Not
very good. And the more choices
there were, the more difficult it was
for the dealers to “close the deals™
(and we're talking about crass
commercial interests here, after all!).

This is a basic principle that's
usually not clearly underatood
unless someone sits down and works
out the numbers.

This is a serious issue here with
regard to distances involved. Here in
North America, cars must cross an
ocean, then in most cases be trans-

ported hundreds to thousands of
miles overland to the individual
dealers.

This is not the case in the
Swedish home market, nor in nearby
markets. The UK, for example,
receives cars in very frequent
shipments on what amount to car
ferries. The inventory turns quickly;
“special orders” can be quickly
fulfilled. Therefore, it makes sense to
offer a much wider model range in
nearby markets than it does on this
continent.

I hope this explains the thinking
behind dropping the 5-door. As |
said, it was a tough call. Among
other things, the Lovely Anne gave
me holy hell for dropping her favor-
ite model from the lineup, but it
came down to the lesser of evils
given the goal of restricting the
choices in the interests of sales and
distribution efficiencies.



Isn't this age of electronic-this and
computenzed-that amazing? For the past
sevieral jasues newsletter contributions have
arrived by fax, on computer disk, and by
cvernight delivery. It won't be long before
you can submil your articles via computer
maodem. I constantly marvel at the power of
Lhis bare on my desk (though lately I've also
been known Lo curse it when it blinks out for
N APPArent reason ).

Since the personal confuser is such a
part of most lives these days, a SAAB Club
electranic bulletin board has been proposed
by several members. Turns out there is one
of sorts, a special interest group for Saab on
the UUCP mail network (UNIX 1o IUNIX
CoPy). Paul Matz of New York sent a
printout of E-mail that was exchanged over
this network. Paol wriles:

“Someone at Dartmouth College
decided to start an electronic mail Saab
distribution. 1f [ want 10 send & message (o
all members; 1 send E-mail to
'‘Saab@darimouth.edu’ who then forwards
it to all members. Those who want [
respond can send E-mail directly to me, or
post the response back to the entire Saab
group.”

There are about 50 subscribers on the
network from all over the country and even
some from overseas. Much like NINES, it

consists primarily of questions and answers
on how 1o fix things, bot without the benefi
(1) of an editor,

Anyone who uses UNIX and has
access (0 USENET can join. Send E-mail
to “Saab@dartmouth.edu” for details, If
you are not a current UNEX user, but do
have & PC, software 18 available o make
your computer compatible with the UNIX
protecol. For further info, contact:

UUNET Communications Service

P.O. Box 2685

Fairfax, VA 220310685

TO3/BT6-5050,

Another medium that has been sharing
the Saah message is magazines. Import
Service, a trade publication [or automotive
technicians, has carried a couple of step-by-
step repair articles on SAABs recently. In
the February 1989 issue they demonstrated
a SAAR 99900 clutch replacement. Part
one on rebuilding a SAAB manual transmis-
sion appeared in the May 1989 issue. (Are
mechanics seeing a lot of these, or what™)

Anew magazing also arrived this
month, Classic Auto Resiorer - ““The How-
To Guide For Vintage Car Enthuosiasts.”
One of several hands-on type articles deals
with the ever popular “sagging headliner”.
Though the author's victim is an old Chevy,
the instructions could also apply to replacing
the headliner in a SAAR.

[n the same issue (June '8Y) there is a
directory of car clubs for virtually every
marque including Berkeley, Cartercar,
Jewett and Kissell. We are listed, as is the
Mew England Sonett Club. There s alsoa
directory of car museums. Did you know
there isa Front Wheel Drive Auto Muscum
in Brighton, Colorado? (For an appaoint-
ment and directions, call 303/659-6536.)

Despite its” regional monicker, a look
at the membership list for the New England
Sonett Club indicates it is more of a national
organization. Cnly a third of their members
reside in New England.

This month, all members of that club
received a printout of Sonett and V4 parts
provided by Saab-Scania. Since everything
is fisted by part numbers, you would need a
parts book for L e be effective, bul it does
give Saab% suggesied list prices and the
balance on hand in the warehouse.

Their quarterly newsletter always has
several tips for the Sonett owner, many of
which can apply 1o owners of V4 and 2.
atroke sedans as well. They have attempled
manufacture of some obsolete parts, but the
membership does not always buy sufficient
quantities 10 keep tooling costs low. Those
who have older cars and would like an
additional source for parts should consider
joining the New England Scnett Club. The
address 15

PO Box 4362

Manchester, NH (3108

Crverseas membership has expanded
greatly over the past couple of years. We
now have members in Sweden, Finland,
Greal Britain, Franoe, Wesi Germany, the
Netherlands, Switzerland, Israel, Japan,
Saudi Arabig, New Zealand and Australia.
Maost overseas clubs are now sharing their
newsletters with us, and we are sending
NIMNES in rétum.

Less than a handful responded to our
request toward updating the mechanics list.
Please share with your fellow SAAB owners
if there is an independent shop / mechanic /
parts store in your area that specializes in
SAABs. Body shops and performance
shops are also in demand,

Tim Winker, Bditor

“
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Saab Returns to Rallying

Saab Cars USA, Inc. has returned
to the roots of the company’s competi-
tion history by sponsoring a Saab 900
SE Turbo in the SCCAMichelin PRO
Rally Series, Saab has provided the
car to last year’s Group 2 Pro Rally
Champions, Sam Bryan and Rob
Walden, both from Washington state.
Their championship winning car was
an earlier model nermally-aspirated
900 3-door (see NINES #224).

The rally-edition 900 features
Saab's 2.3 liter turbocharged four-
cylinder engine, tuned to put out 300
horsepower, and coupled to a six-
gpeed XTRAC manual transniission.
The 900 competes in the new Group b
category, for two-wheel drive cars.

The Bryvan/Walden Team Saab is
sure to be noticed as they rocket
through the woods in the Monte Carlo
Yellow 900 with Saab’s unique Find
Your Own Road graphics.

“The Saab has performed excep-
tionally well during practice runs on
logging roads around Olympia,
Washington,” Bryan said. “We're
confident in ourselves and our car.
We're excited about getting back to a
turbocharged engine, which gives the
Saab outstanding mid-range torque
characteristics - perfect for the kind
of driving we do during rally racing.”

Due to short amount of time

between delivery and the start of the
season, Team Saab missed the first
rally of the '96 season at Wild West in
Washington in April, then ran into
teething problems during the Rim of
the World in Califorma early in May.
Ultimately they rolled the car on a
late stage, putting them out of the
event. At the Susquehannock Trail in
Pennsylvania the first weekend of
June, the Bryan/Walden Saab was
leading the class by more than a
minute before a crank spark sensor
failed on stage five, forcing a DNF
(Did Not Finish).

The car that took Bryan and
Walden to the Group 2 title in 1995
has been purchased by Douglas
Schrenk, a technician at Walden's
Scandia Autosport independent Saab
repair shop in Seattle. Also painted in
Monte Carlo Yellow, the Classic 900
3-door DNF'ed the first two rallies of
the season, the first due to a blown
engine, while a co-driver with motion
sickness caused the retirement at
Rim. Despite not finishing, Schrenk
did lead Group 2 (normally-aspirated
2-wheel drive) at both rallies and was
competitive overall with supposedly
faster all-wheel drive rally cars.

Also contesting Group 2 in Saabs
this year are last year's runners up
for the Group 2 title, Gerry Sweet

Photos by D. E. Baer, Baer iImages

and Stuart Spark in a 99, and Jeremy
Chambers and Neil Roeth in a 900.
Chambers/Roeth placed 4th in the
category at Susquehannock Trail,
while Sweet and Spark DNF'ed due
to a transmission failure.

George Plsek is running a 99
Turbo in Group 5 and led the class for
a time at Rim of the World, but
dropped back due to a variety of
problems late in the event, including
a broken axle. He was able to make
repairs at a service break and went
on to finish 2nd in class at Rim.

Saab's first rally victory came in
1950, just weeks after the first 92
rolled off the production line. Several
of the first Saab 93s to arrive in the
11.5. in 1956 were entered in the
Great American Mountain Rally,
where they placed first, third and
fourth overall, and won the team
award.

In 1980 and 1981, Jon Davis and
Harry Ward won SCCA Production
Class PRO Rally Driver, Co-driver
and Manufacturer's Championships
aboard a stock Saab 99, Due to the
efforts of several other Saab drivers,
Saab also was awarded the PRO
Rally Production Class Manufactur-
ers Championship in 1982.

Three Soabs lined vo af Rim of the
World: Bryan/Walden 200 lurbo, Flsek/
Ratsam 99 Turbo, Schrenk/Tennis 200



Of Wheels And Colors

Ah, yes. Minilite wheels. Brinzs a
sroy b nd.

After I signed on with-Sash-Scania o
Armericn hick in 1978 (soon iy be Known
s Stk Cars USA Ing., ) Teventuwdlly got
pround o loekimg muo the company’s Pars
And Accessomes business. Bemg a il ol o
car enthusiast, | naturilly neticed that we
listed gen-u-wine Minilite wheels, Matter
ol Tact, |oalso had noticed there ware
Minibites on some of the company. cars
parkch i front of the Crrange CT hegdguir-
lers.,

Senve | owasn'l Ltr,pﬂ;iull}r fond of the
stock wheels coming on the cars from the
factory, and felt Minilites would (it rght in
with my still nascent drive (o emphasizg
PERFORMANCE a5 o major part of moy-
ing Saabupscile onthe 1L 8. market, | asked
a few questions of our PA&A people.

Like how many Minilites were we sclling
per yaar'!

= What. only 40000 5ot How come’?

= Well, sir, our landed cest s mone
than $1060, per wheel, and the lug nots
cost cxten, - And we might s well el
ol now, s miost of the 400 we sell 1o
ourselves, [0Bo on Company ears,

Linderstand that, usimg a normal
price huildup, fanded cosl o wholesals
Lo reridl, wonld translate o a retail price
of well aver 3200, Back an 19791

Al thar, dear friends. 18 how my
deal with Carroll Shelby began,

Arthe fime Carrall T o wheel cast-
mg business out herean the Los Angeles
basim, | made an appointment with my
friend Shelby. flew to LA with 4 Minilie
in iy suitcase, and told him Dwanted o
price for wheels that were enough dif-
Ferent i radii. etc: thar I oouldn't be sved,
thar would pe “hell for swong,” would
be hub-convenine, clear-coated, and of
the lnphest guility,

[ needied them cheap it we would bave
any chance (o sell themoan volume,  And,
b ves. they had beer be perfedt, becanse
[awas poing-way beyond my  Hven ol e
sponsibility, sticking my neck way oul. iand
wirald have to put a few: sumple wheels
throwgh rigid esting before | dired put them
on the market,

We dickered for 4 while, then agreed
on A price, A few weeks fater, some sample
wheels arrrved ot my office, | ook tea ol
thiemt ‘with me Gn ong OF my réeulsr P
Trolihiitton, and asked my pal. desizn chief
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by Robert Sinclair

Biimm Envill 1o take mo {0 the coom wiere
Lthe company tested road wheels

Enval tpok me (o a room [illed with
component test rigs, and introduced me (o
the persen in charge. I bnetly told the mun
what T was up fo; and gayve him ihe two
Shelly wheels, tetling him | wanted them
puf through the full OEM test, and | wanted
it dong confidentially

| alsa handed him twar Bfths of tine
American bourbon. He gave me 4 hroad
sinile; clearly indicating he understiod whit
Iwrasupto: and that Twas slickmg my fose
way beyond what 1 was antherized 1o do,
and said-he would send me the test resulis
when avarlable,

The repatts arrived o few weeks later
The wheels pasded with fhving colors, of
Cirnse,

During & boird mesting some weeke
Later, 1 put one of the wheels onthehoard
room lable amd mentioned we were inioe-
ducing Shelby wheels as part of our soees-

ovar the subseguent vears,

My wile and Ihappened 1o meet Carmoll
Al o dinner Tecently, i the Pelersen Auto-
motive Moseum in Los Anpeles, Heand|
hidn’t seen each other or spoken m guinea
few vears. Now in his carly 8Os, Carroll
appeats 10 be holdmg up quite well.

The husiness world can be & lof of fun,
priveided v con’t tke yourself too ser:
asly

Ever wender fiow the oolor of your
Bauli-Iy welected ® We &mow Mt the Lime
Creeh for the new B3 Convertible comey

fram Saab desigrer Mara Tarnberg . e

fieend of color and trine ar Sogh, The coloar
wen pnapired iy e Brasilion drink — e
veaipiri i
A wiher dbont the s peciol grey SPG
Bob Sinclaii reporis:
During my watch a4l Saab, In the
98051 visited Triends o Ialy @ number of
timmes, eaed ime i loaners provided by my

Lewis Eig’s Sonett Il shows off the Shelby wheels

sories line.

My bogs, Sten Wennle, the President
of the Saab Car Division, exploded. Mz
Sinclair! | FORBIE T This is o safety par|,
I §mrbicd i!™

| pssed thie Factory test sheets o him,
“Gee Stan, they passed all the ests at
Trollhittan. |assumed it would be okay.”

My boss und good fiend knew he'd
heen hod.  There wius much mermimenl
around the b,

L8, Saab dealers sold many thousands
of Shelhy Silvervane and Goldvane wheels

good friend and Saab imporeer, the lae
Odoardo Pageni. For a number of vears
Odoardo and 1 served op Bien Envall's
“Color Commitles,” which met severl
times cach vear 1o discuss and help make
decisions on colors and mtenors; and such-
like.

Chloarido Pagan| compaigned lpng and
hurel Tor dirk gray o be ddded 1o the Saun
eolor range, Lo augmenl the Black, which
was very populir in his njacker Ak ] e
memnber it by [ar the majorily of Sanbsy sold
ity Jeady in the cacly 1o mid 19805 were black
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Turbo hatchbacks, something like 80% or
so of the total! Odoardo wanted to broaden
the color offerings a bit, but not too much.
Eventually, in response to his pleas, a
dark gray was added, called “Odoardo
Gray.” For the U.S. and Canadian markets,
we called 1t Edwardian Gray.
Robert “Bob” Sinclair joined Saab in 1958.
His first job was as a field rep calling on
Saab dealers. He rose to be Saab’s national
sales manager, then switched to Volvo in
1962 as advertising manager. He moved to
California as president of Volvo's Western
U. S. subsidiary in 1967, then rejoined Saab
in 1979 as president/CEQ, later chairman/
CEO. Bob Sinclair is known as the “father
of the Saab Convertible.” He retired in
1992, but as a longtime car (and motor-
cycle) enthusiast, he remains active in the
industry as a consultant, and as board mem-
ber of a number of automotive-related com-
panies.



Letters Cont'd.

on a Saab contains that word.

Quirkiness is relative. After driving a
Saab with the ignition “properly” on the
floar (tongue in cheek), you get in a Y000
and are reaching for the ignition on the floor,
but they went and put it in the “wrong™
{again, tongue in cheek) location!

[ think that when some of the car
scribes get ready to do a Saab road test, they
consult their little book about what to write
about Saabs, which results in them always
using the words “quirky™ and “rubbery.”
Immaterial to a Saab owner that happily
lives with and loves his or her Saab!

Roger Pfeiffer
Cedar Rapids, TA

More Oil Comments

I note that you trashed the part of my
last letter that did not support your sales. [
see that some members are reacting.

There are still no minimum standards
in your table and no note that “This test
method is not 4 substitute for engine testing
of an engine oil™.

Mr. Andrews spoke of “gelation™ of
Toyota engines without mentioning the ge-
lation testing done on oil. His oxidation test
is not a measure of gelation. I am not going
to spend money getting the complete SAES
ASTM testing procedures, but many things
make up a class SL oil. They are safe for
use in the hundreds of millions of engines
when manufactures maintenance instruoc-
tions are followed. Stop scaring people for
profit.

1 also noted the crash pictures of his ac-
cident prone family. Go to any junkvard and
every bent car will have a story to tell, The
prctures reminded me of the old man at the
last convention who got up and said
“Saabism is a religion” and proceeded to
have a veneration of a couple of teenagers
whose indulgent parents bought therm a high
powered car that was beyond their skill and
experience level. They lost control and mur-
dered an oncoming driver, losing their own
lives in the process. This caused much grief,

Teenagers have been doing this for de-
cades. I lost some friends that way and it
will not stop. Where are those car pictures?
[ suggest you research the German
government’s tests, They bought three cach
of several autos. Put one in Climate con-
trolled storage, used one in daily service, and

6

leit one outside. After 20 years they crashed
all three cars. All 3 cars did not offer the
same protection after so long.

I note that my issue arrives about two
weeks afler some others. The ads are very
dated then. I have no interest in the Saab
“religion”. Do not send me any more. It's
time to leave the 19600s. 1970 s and 1980
behind.

David Calabrese
Las Vegas, NV

Chuck Andrews responds:

Thanks for taking the time to respond
to my etforts in this publication. The title
of my column is Professional Perspective.
What [ write is from my point of view as an
automotive professional and not for profit
as charged.

A-much larger profit could be had from
not talking about problems and potential
problems and just fixing the results. Engine
il sludging is a huge problem in the whole
auto induostry, How yvou test oil or which
one you use is nol an issue to me and
manufacturers recommendations are not
always in the best interest of all consumers.
If you were (o visit our shop and interview
consumers with failures both mechanical
and satety related you might have a different
opinion.  As long as we are a Saab Club
publication I hope all the writers will write
about issues relating to all ages of Saab
products.  As you will see in my current
column there is sufficient interest in model
99 that we still service a number of them.
We are an eclectic club, That is part of what
makes Saabs and their owners such an
interesting group.

Scary Saab Story

Tonight, I was testing out my car after
reassembling my shift assembly. 1 was driv-
ing around town and went on a back road
nearby. This road has a huge cemetery on it
with not a single light. Tt is surrounded by
trees and it was pitch dark. | was traveling
uphill and all of the sudden I heard a POF,
really loud as if something fell out of my
engine.

I'then thought, s*¥*t, I really messed my
tranny or drivetrain up. My car then died so0
I thought, OK? Alternator maybe? Under-
stand that this cemetery is VERY old, one
of the oldest in New Hampshire and [ broke
down right next the church, the VERY first
Catholic church in the state as a matter of
fact. Some of the headstones date back o
1770%s.

Also, just to get a feel for how scary it
is out there, [ am 6'1" and weigh 225
pounds. I'm a very broad person with a foot-
ball plaver's stature, [ was afraid, and locked
the doors, and turned on my fogs and blink-
ers. | hate it out there, too creepy and dark.
Plus, the church is haunted. And it was mid-
night.

Well, | called my mom to have her pick
me up. She then came and got me. I drove
back home with her, got a lashlight, and
went back out to the cemetery.

I got back to the site and with the flash-
light. T opened the hood and turned the flash-
light on. 1 then inspected belts and the al-
ternator, which all seemed to be fine. I
glanced to the left as T was about to walk
over to the tranny and saw it. The intercooler
pipe had blown off of the throttle body!

I took out the screwdriver, popped the
pipe back on, tightened the screws, and
drove off. My mom couldn’t believe how
fast I fixed it. She thought my car was Loast.
I explained to her it was really just a gigan-

Zach’s car pnsat the graveyard.
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Saving That Saab

Every so often, the opportunity to
assist fellow Saab brethren (or future
brethren-in-law, as it were) with their
crazy vehicular acquisitions arises.
Zach had been down in West Virginia
since Thursday, installing a transmis-
sion in his newly acquired 1988 SPG.

Incidentally, a host of other issues
had cropped up and his buddy that he
was working with was very, very sick.
The phone rang around midnight on
Sunday, and as I lay there in bed with
Alicia we both knew who it was, We
didn’t think much of it. but when her
mom came upstairs and said “Zach
wants to talk to you™, I knew it wasn’t
good. He explained the situation and I
knew where it was leading, and before
I knew it I was off to West Virginia in
the morning,

The 9-5 was readily equipped for
the task and | set out around 7:10am. |
didn’t stop for a good 100 miles or so,
in fact, my first cup of coffee was in
Enfield, CT. After battling urban
sprawl madness on CT-15 in Berlin as
I didn’t get on as far south as I should
have, I finally reached the Wilbur
Cross. [ was making semi-decent time,
so | figured I'd swing by and see if
John Moss was still cleaning out the
training center. When I arrived at the
Wallingford facility, I didn’t see a Saab
parked out front but the door to the
center was unlocked and so I went in.
The double ended 900, which he and
Roland St. Sauveur, Jr. built is the only
vehicle in the front of the building. The
900 engine on a stand was still there
as well as some random posters and
whatnot. No sign of John. I walked out
back, and saw a late 1970s 99 2-door
notchback with CT plates along with
random engines, transmissions, equip-
ment and that 96. No sign of John. 1
figured he ran out for a bit, so 1 left a
note on the hood of the double headed
900 and returned to my journey to the

land of sheep.

The Wilbur Cross gave way to the
Merritt Parkway, and by this point my
squirrelly fuel gauge was telling me
that the car was nearly out of gas. |
pulled over and paid $2.34/¢al. for mid
grade. Now with a solid 19 gallons of
gas (love having a very early produc-
tion car), I was set for the rest of the

journey to West Virginia. The Merritt

dumped out onto 1-287, and I went
over the Tappan Zee Bridge. I-287 was
the spot where my 1997 900SE Turbo

Ey_CurI Levine

was the most scenic interstate that I had
traversed thus far. | saw Seideling Hill,
where eons of layers of rock can be
seen inone sweeping vista. As the road
continued deeper into Appalachia,
signs of religious Fanaticism sprouted
from the surroundings including
“Noah’s Ark, being rebuilt here!™ Tt"s
good to know that some crazies in
Maryland will be ready when the next
40-year flood comes up. The last few
miles of 1-68 were in West Virginia,
and believe it or not, I was exciled Lo
see the intersection of I-79. I was al-

Terry, the kindly sheep herder.

overheated and destroyed a thermostat
on the way to the Saab Owners’ Con-

vention 2002, so I was sure to flip off

the exit where it happened. A quick
lunch in the Township of Bernards
filled the other empty void and I con-
tinued westward on [-78,

Now we all know how uneventful
those rural Pennsylvania interstates
are, s0 I won't bore you with those
details. So I went I-78 to I-81 to I-70W.
I-70 begat I-68, which in my opinion

most to my destination: Salem, WV. |
took I-79 down to US-50 in Clarksburg
and 10 miles west to Salem.

Zach was waiting in the parking
lot of the gas station next to the shop
where his car had been sitting for the
past three years. He and his friend
Chris had done a great deal of work to
the car, so it was looking and sound-
ing pretty sweet. They put the trans-
mission from one of Zach's parts cars
into it, totally resealed the engine, put
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on a new crank pulley and before re-
installing the powertrain, detailed the
engine compartment. | had a look
around the place, it was pretty sketch...
lots of Chevy trucks and toothless folk.
We all hopped in the 9-5 and headed
over to Clarksburg to indulge in the
beefy delights of Outback Steakhouse,
gas up the car and visit Wal-Mart. We
got back to the shop around 10 and it
wis time to get to work.

MNow all that was left was for me
to check it over and make sure they
didn’t miss anything. After all, Chris
caught whatever Alicia had last week
when he was up here helping Zach pull
the transmission from the aforemen-
tioned parts car and when one is that
out of it, who knows what he could
have missed. The brakes were spongy,
s0 we gave the system a bleed. The
engine would stumble when Zach hit
the brakes, but it was written off as LH
2.2 issues. | took a listen to the brake
booster and it was hissing pretty bad.
Thankfully, there was a spare servo in
the collection so we installed that and
it seemed to improve things. Terry Sr.,
the sheep herder, came to visit a few
times and imparted his Appalachian
wisdom upon us.

By 1:30am. Tuesday, the car was
detailed, had working brakes and was
ready for the 700+ mile trip back to
Claremont, New Hampshire. We called
it a night and retired to our luxurious

he carin its uld Iacatmn =

accommodations. Oh wait, did I say
luxurious? 1 lied. One Ninety. it sounds
like some fancy restaurant in Boston
but in actuality it was a run down
$17 000 house that the absentee owner
of the shop purchased for Chris and
friends to shack up at. I had neglected
to bring anything to sleep on, as | was
told there would be “something.” An
egg-crate foam dealy and some strange
government-issue blanket did the trick,
albeit poorly.

The alarm emitted its shrill, pierc-
ing tone at 6:30 and | attempted to
shower. Somehow, even with the lack
of water pressure, | cleaned up and we
were packed up and on the road by
7:15. A stop at Bob Evans was obliga-

tory as Zach had never been. Two eggs,

sunny side up with sausage and two
biscuits did it for me. We left

Clarksburg at eight-something and
headed north to [-68. We stopped in
Maryland for a pit stop and to call
Keith to see if he could look up the
radio code for Zach’s car. He wasn’t
at work vet, so Zach ended up not hav-
ing tunes for the whole ride.

We know the drill, I-68 to I-70 to
I-81 to I-78. We stopped at the PA bor-
der to gas up and get some lunch-type
food. A guy in a Volvo station wagon
sporting Panasport minilite knockoffs
rolled in and we had a quick chat with
him. He was a former Sonelt owner
and knew enough to identify Zach’s car
as an SPG. We took 1-78 back to [-287
and found that the bridge was closed
because of an accident. In a last ditch
maneuver, | cut off the highway and
redirected our two-Saab caravan onto
the Palisades Parkway up to US-6, We
took UUS-6 up to Carmel and hopped
onto [-84.

The ride on [-84 back 1o I-9] was
quick and we were back in Claremont
at 9:20pm. It was definitely good to
be home, in a place where I can look
out the window and only see one
Chevy truck. I kissed Alicia, and then
felt compelled to kiss the floor because
I had never really appreciated just how
zood we’ve got it up here in New
Hampshire.

= .and its new dlgs All photograps by Zach Wallace.

SEPTEMBER/OCTOBER 2005



e ————— — ——— e, = __SC_ L= ———— - __ e S

GLSC GM Historical  which was arather large warehouse- Once inside, however, we were
Center Tour looking building in an industrial park. greeted by Jan-Willem Vester, Tom

On June 24, the Great Lakes
Saab Club was invited to tour
the super-secret not-open-to-the
public GM Histarical Collection,
located “somewhere” in Sterling
Heights, Michigan. This same
facility was shown on the Speed
Channel’'s “My Classic Car” a
year or so ago, when host Dennis
Gage was shown the “collection™.

Rather than bore you with
all the months of prep work that
went into this, I'll attempt to give
Saab enthusiasts and car nuts in
general a sense of the significance
and breadth of this outstanding
collection of automotive history.

The first facility we toured was The group poses outside. A/
the actual “historical collection,”" photographs provided by Jim Laman.,

More Club News on page 25,




GLSC GM Historical Center Tour Contd

Beaman and John Libbos from Saab,
who gave us some background on
the facility and how it operates. The
first car we saw in the lobby (likely
not coincidentally) was a rare Saab
92, the one many of us have seen
in previous years at the SOCs. Then
the real fun began as we walked
into a large, darkened “hall” that
held an estimated 125 significant
GM cars from the past 100 or so
years. Production cars included a ‘76
Eldorado convertible, some muscle
cars and older Caddie convertibles,
various Corvettes, several “antique”
models from the various maker.
It was overwhelming. Amazingly,
all of this was just assembled in
the past 3 or 4 years, as each of
the separate brands had their own
“collections” that were stored and
(sometimes) maintained, but there
was apparently little consistency.
Now, however, the cars are getting
some outstanding treatment that
you have to see to appreciate.

There were several engines on
display, loads of neon dealership
signs and static displays, and a
breathtaking collection of concept
and show cars that | wish | had
more pictures of, even though | shot
constantly for 45 minutes. Ever seen
the Firebird | and II? Or a Corvair
Monza GT (recently featured in a
popular British car magazine), or
a sublty modified Firebird with a
Ferrari V127 Or so many Corvair
variations you can hardly keep them
all straight? We also saw a Cadillac
LeMans race car, several real and
cloned NASCAR cars, some one-off
Corvettes and some Hummer-like
SUV prototypes. And that is without
trying to peek at the stuff under covers!

Oh yes—the Saabs. Many of you
will recall Eric Johnson's 1960 96
RAC-winning rally car, and that was
proudly displayed in the center of the
facility, with a Sonett | near it. The
Saab portion of the collection initially
started with the cars that SCUSA

owned in Atlanta, which many of us
have seen at the SOC's over the
years. These were mainly of the two-
digit variety, from the aforementioned
92, a GT750, a Quantum |, the
Sonett | and Il and the Talledega

9000 and 900. In addition, GM has
added to the collection with an ultra-
rare red 1986 900 Turba convertible,
ared 91 SPG, atan 1970 99 (ex-Tom
Donney) and there are rumors of 2 99
Turbo in the wings somewhere too.

The second half of the tour was a
visit to the CAS (Custom Automotive
Services) facility, the company that
does all of the storage, detailing,
shipping, and more recently,
restoration work on GM's collection.
And did | mention there are over
800 cars in this “collection?” We
drove a couple of miles and met the
owner (whose name escapes me at
the moment) and some of his staff.
CAS, started about 20 years ago to
work just for GM, originally got into
just working with the auto carriers so
that cars slated to go to shows and
events were ready to go and on the
right truck. For a growing collection
of 800-some one-off and rare cars,
that is a lot right there. More recently,

however, they have ventured into
restoration as GM adds to its fleet.
So after viewing even more rare
and interesting vehicles, we toured
the restoration facility, where Tom
Donney's old 99 was now looking
like it was mid-assembly line in
Trollhattan rather than 36 years old.
The rule for restoration at CAS is

that it has to be “perfect,” and CAS
told us of one instance where they
had not only to remake some non-
existent bleed nipples for a vintage
Pontiac, but also hire an engraver to
put on the tiny Pontiac logo, which
hardly any one would ever be able
to see! As | said, the Saabs are
under good care! There is also a
Sonett Il in the works, being built
from the remains of two cars, and
at least one of these (the 99) was
said to be headed, complete, to
the 2006 SOC. Of course, many of
us wanted our own project Saabs
to be “next in line,"” as the level of
detail there is just astounding. You
will certainly see their handiwork
at future conventions, and perhaps
we can even invite them to speak!

Qur sincere thanks to all of those
who took their time to host us that day,
including Jan-Willem Vester, John
Libbos and Tom Beaman of SCUSA
and various GM people, including
Gary Stottler who helped in the initial
planning. We thoroughly enjoyed
seeing the collection and hope we
can visit again sometime in the future.

- Reported by Jim Laman

More Club News on page 27.




Saab owners’ convention at

Saab owners and enthusiasts gathered to
celebrate their passion for their cars and

the Saab brand at the 24th annual North

American Saab Owners Convention. One
owner even traveled from the land down
under—Awustralia, that is.

This year’s event was held August
24-27,2006 in Lake George, New York at
the Roaring Brook Resort and Conference
Center. This all-inclusive family resort is
situated in the beautiful scenery of the
famous Adirondack region.

More than 200 vehicles were on

display and joined the weekend activities
such as the Concours d’Saab, the People’s
Choice Contest and technical seminars.
Saab Automobile USA also brought an
array of vehicles, ranging from the award-
winning Aero X concept car introduced
at the Geneva Motor Show to a collectible

Lake George

9-3 Aero Convertible ‘20 Year Anniversary
Edition’, as well as a number of vehicles
from the Saab USA Heritage Collection.
Among them were a freshly restored 1970
Saab 99,a 1973 Sonnett and a 1991 900
Turbo SPG—all considered milestones
in Saab’s nearly 60-year history as an
auto manufacturer.

“Saab owners are unique in terms
of their affection for their vehicles and
the brand,” said Jay Spenchian, Saab
Automobile USA General Manager.

“This annual convention provides a
unique opportunity for passionate Saab
supporters to come together, sharing
experiences and stories centered around
their cars.” Spenchian was also the
keynote speaker at the Saturday night
banquet, updating participants on the
‘State of Saab 2006.

o




U odsucll da  PIress Ielcastc
regarding60ttAnniversarymodels
of the 9-3 and 9-5. In NINES #230
for June 1996 there 1s mention
of a Limited Edition 9000 CS.

“The unique lustrous metallic
black paint and silver 8-spoke
wheels give the Limited Edition
Java Black 9000 CS the look of
luxury, but with the popular 2.3
liter Light Pressure Turbo engine,
it1s also an economical choice. The
Java Black color features a gold

mica metallic flake in black paint |r

for an elegant accent. Saab will
sell only 300 copies of this special
90005—one per dealer—all with
power front seats with Sand Beige
leather upholstery, a power glass
sunroof and black rear spoiler.
The Car 1s priced at $34,295 with
5-speed manual; add $1,045 for
automatic.” I hope many of the
readers are still enjoying their
9000s, special editions or not.
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